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York University’s Science and Technology Studies department and the
University of Toronto’s Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and Technology

 are pleased to present the 2015 Binocular Conference. 

One conference over two days bringing together two complementary yet distinct 
disciplines and themes. In conjunction with the conference the University of Toronto’s 

Scientific Instrument Collection will display an exhibit on Scientific Models. 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS by DR. STEPHEN HILGARTNER, STS, CORNELL UNIVERSITY

The University of Toronto’s Institute for the History and 
Philosophy of Science and Technology invites graduate 
students from all disciplines to submit papers on the 
theme Staging Science. We seek diverse proposals for 
individual papers or panels engaging with this 
deliberately broad theme, and propose the following 
two approaches to the topic as provisional and 
non-exhaustive: 
 1. Scientific knowledge can be said to be staged 
insofar as it is presented to audiences outside of the 
research contexts that produced it. From publishing 
and presenting within the academy, to science educa-
tion, to popularizing science, to science's reception by 
nation-states and corporations, science is presented 
and performed with "audiences" in mind. 
 2. Scientific knowledge can also be said to be 
staged insofar as it is the result and product of staging: 
the methods, theories, technologies and experimental 
techniques wielded by experimentalists and 
theoreticians craft the particular, local stage on which 
nature performs.
 
Please submit a maximum 350-word abstract, which 
includes your name, academic affiliation, year of study 
and email to: binocularconference@utoronto.ca

Deadline: February 28, 2015 
For further information, including a more detailed call 
for papers please visit: 
stagingscience2015.wordpress.com

We approach the theme of work from a deliberately 
broad perspective and invite graduate studies from all 
disciplines and methodological frameworks to 
participate. Possible approaches include but are not 
limited to:
 • The work of science and technology: How are 
science and technology done, under what conditions, 
and by whom? Whose work matters and for whom? 
 • Science and technology in the workplace: 
How do science and technology change the workplace, 
including issues of information, materiality, and 
everyday practices?  What is the relationship between 
technoscientific cultures and biopolitical labour?
 • The things that work on us: How do 
technologies and non-human actors shape us? What 
identities are made possible or foreclosed in the 
making and taking up of scientific, medical or technical 
concepts and devices?  How do we decide what works?

Please submit a maximum 350-word abstract, which 
includes your name , academic affiliation, year of study 
and email to: stsconf@yorku.ca

Deadline: Feburary 28, 2015

For further information, including a more detailed call 
for papers please visit: 
yorkstsconference2015.wordpress.com


